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00-195 September 2!P, 2000 
Media Advisory 
The Governor's Commission on the Status of Women in Illinois is holding an 
informational session regarding House Bill 4407 - The Gender Violence Act- at 
Eastern Illinois University in Charleston at 1 p.m. tomorrow, Thursday, Sept. 
21, in the University Union~Ballroom. The session will also include the 
opportunity for students to vot~~~r"fllt( 
Commissioner Kaethe Morris Hoffer will lead the discussion by providing details 
of the Gender Violence Act and the necessity for its support and passage into 
law. The proposed Gender Violence Act allows survivors of domestic violence, 
sexual abuse and gay bashing to sue their attackers in court. Until May 15, 
victims of gender-based violent crimes could sue their attackers in federal court, 
but the Supreme Court recently ruled that only individual states may create the 
kind of law that allows victims of gender-related violence to bring suit against 
their perpetrators. 
The Commissioner's visit to Eastern is one of several informational sessions 
planned at colleges and universities throughout the state during September and 
October. 
Press availability with the Commissioner is tentatively scheduled from 1 :40 to 
2 p.m. and 2:40 to 3 p.m. 
For more information, contact Shelly Flock, EIU Media Relations Office, at 217-
581-7650. 
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